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Minutes of the Regular Monthly Business Meeting of the 
City of Kingsport Beverage Board 
Tuesday, March 3, 2026, 1:30 PM  
Montgomery-Watterson Boardroom, City Hall, 415 Broad Street, Kingsport 
 
PRESENT: Beverage Board:   
  John McKinley, Chair   
  Michael Forrester, Vice Chair Travis Bishop, City Recorder 
  Shelton Clark   Sean Chambers, Deputy Police Chief 
  Natalie Wells    Ken Weems, Planning Manager  
     
  City Staff:   
  Bart Rowlett, City Attorney 
  Sarah Valk, Assistant City Attorney  
  Liz Chicco, Paralegal 
  Angie Marshall, City Clerk/Deputy City Recorder  
              
CALL TO ORDER: 1:30 p.m. by Chair McKinley.  
   
I.  ROLL CALL: by Deputy City Recorder Angie Marshall. Absent: Kevin Mitchell and 

Jason Sanders. 
 
II. PUBLIC COMMENT. 
 
III. APPROVAL OF MINUTES. 

Motion/Second: Forrester/Clark to approve the minutes of the February 3, 2026 
regular business meeting. 

 Approved:  All present voting “aye.”  
 
IV. REVIEWING OF APPLICATIONS. 
 
 A. APPLICATIONS FOR NEW PERMITS 
 

  1. Wal-Mart Stores East, LP, Brianna Wright, Co-manager, was sworn and 
provided information about this new business which is still under construction. She 
stated employees are given virtual as well as interactive training and it is policy to 
card everyone. She also noted they have third party sales for quality control. 
Planning Manager Weems reported no zoning issues and Deputy Chief Chambers 
confirmed no problems with the background check. 
 
Motion/Second: Sanders/Forrester: 
To issue an Off-Premises Beverage Permit to Wal-Mart Stores East, LP for Walmart 
Fuel Station #599 located at 3150 Fort Henry Drive, Kingsport. 
Approved:  All present voting “aye.” 
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2. STS Management Group LLC. Savanna Sewell, Owner, was sworn in and 
provided details on the change of ownership to this business, pointing out it will take 
effect later this week on Thursday. She stated this was an upscale cocktail lounge 
and event venue. She also stated all employees have a servers permit. Deputy Chief 
Chambers stated the background check was clear and City Planner Weems 
reported no zoning issues.  
 
Motion/Second: Clark/Forrester: 
To issue an On-Premises Beverage Permit to STS Management Group LLC for The 
Reserve at Model City Event Center located at 201 East Center Street, Kingsport. 
Approved:  All present voting “aye”. 

 
V. UNFINISHED BUSINESS. 
 
 A. Ellis Cheevers LLC. Mr. Daniel Cheevers, Owner, was sworn in confirmed he 

has resubmitted the application for this business to denote they would be brewing 
on site and would operate the business similarly to Bays Mountain Brewing. City 
Planner Weems stated there were no zoning issues and Deputy Chief Chambers 
confirmed there were no problems with the background checks. 

 
Motion/Second: Forrester/Clark 
To issue a Manufacturer Beverage Permit to the Ellis Cheevers LLC for High 
Voltage Taproom and Axe House located at 101 Cherokee Street, Kingsport. 
Approved: All present voting “aye.”  
 

VI. NEW BUSINESS.  
 
A. REVIEW OF ARRESTS/INCIDENT REPORTS. Deputy Chief Chambers stated 
there was nothing to report.  
 
B. LEGAL UPDATE ON POTENTIAL CODE CHANGES. City Attorney Rowlett 
presented a proposed change to the code which would place a limitation on seating 
requirements in regard to food service. Mr. Weems stated he would be abstaining from 
this vote due to his role with other businesses but was opposed to this action and 
asked if this would be considered if not for a handful of businesses. Deputy Chief 
Chambers pointed out the mandate for food doesn’t match previously listed 
requirements in the code and to make an exception for one business lacks 
consistency. Mr. Forrester asked if the BMA would approve this action. Mr. Weems 
replied they would want justification that would be applicable city-wide. Mr. Rowlett 
stated he had only talked to the city manager at this point and provided details on the 
process to move forward. There was considerable discussion. City Recorder Bishop 
suggested waiting until after the election before taking this to the BMA and made a 
motion to table this discussion to a later date. Mr. Forrester seconded the motion with 
all present voting “aye” except Mr. Weems who abstained. 
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 C. ELECTION OF OFFICERS 
  Mr. Forrester made a motion to reappoint Mr. McKinley as new chair. The motion 

was seconded by Mr. Clark with all present voting “aye.” Chair McKinley then 
made a motion to reappoint Mr. Forrester as the vice chair. The motion was 
seconded by Mr. Bishop with all present voting “aye.” 

  
VII. ADJOURN. With no other business to discuss, Chair McKinley adjourned the 
meeting at 2:25 p.m. 
 
 
       Secretary 


