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Minutes of the Regular Monthly Business Meeting of the 
City of Kingsport Beverage Board 
Tuesday, February 4, 2025, 1:30 PM  
Montgomery-Watterson Boardroom, City Hall, 415 Broad Street, Kingsport 
 
PRESENT: Beverage Board:   
  Stephen LaHair, Vice-Chair  
  Michael Forrester   Dale Phipps, Police Chief 
  John McKinley   Ken Weems, Planning Manager 
  Kevin Mitchell Lisa Winkle, City Recorder/Treasurer 
  Jason Sanders 
  Natalie Wells 
 
  City Staff:   
  Bart Rowlett, City Attorney 
  Sarah Valk, Assistant City Attorney 
  Liz Chicco, Paralegal,  
  Angie Marshall, City Clerk/Deputy City Recorder  
              
CALL TO ORDER: 1:30 p.m. by Chair LaHair.  
   
I. ROLL CALL: by Deputy City Recorder Angie Marshall. 
 
II. PUBLIC COMMENT. None. 
 
III. APPROVAL OF MINUTES. 

Motion/Second: Forrester/Mitchell to approve the minutes of the January 7, 2025 
regular business meeting as amended to reflect the correct attendance. 

 Approved:  All present voting “aye.”  
 
IV. REVIEWING OF APPLICATIONS.  
 

A. NEW PERMITS.  
 

 1. KSport Restaurants, LLC Mr. Chris Gambill, Owner, was sworn and provided 
details on the change in ownership, noting it is scheduled for next week and this is his 5th 
business in Tennessee. He stated employees go through the ABC class two times a year 
and IDs are scanned electronically. Planning Manager Weems reported no zoning issues 
and Chief Phipps confirmed no problems with the background check. 
 
Motion/Second: McKinley/Mitchell: 
To issue an On-Premises Beverage Permit to KSport Restaurants, LLC for the Johnny 
Brusco’s New York Style Pizza located at 1700 North Eastman Road. 
Approved:  All present voting “aye.” 
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 2. Social Sports Club, LLC Mr. Ben Arnold, Member, was sworn and stated this 
business was purchased two weeks ago and they haven’t opened yet but hope to this 
weekend. He confirmed they were maintaining the current staff and everyone purchasing 
beer would be carded. He pointed out he has had another permit in Carter County at the 
Marine for three years. He stated the outdoor seating area was maintained and controlled 
as well. Planning Manager Weems reported no zoning issues and Chief Phipps confirmed 
no problems with the background checks. 
Motion/Second: Mitchell/Wells: 
To issue an On-Premises Beverage Permit to Social Sports Club, LLC for The Sports 
Mill located at 600 East Market Street. 
Approved:  All present voting “aye.” 
 
 3. KKP1 Inc. Mr. Krushit Patel, Owner, was sworn in and explained he only 
wanted to change the “dba”” name to reflect his expanding inventory. Assistant City 
Attorney Valk pointed out some the lease was expired and Mr. Patel stated there is a 
reference to extend 15 years and they have verbally agreed to do so Mr. Patel confirmed 
to City Attorney Rowlett he would change the sign outside that currently says Tobacco 
King. Planning Manager Weems reported no zoning issues and Chief Phipps stated there 
was no problem with the background checks. 
Motion/Second: Sanders/Mitchell: 
To issue an Off-Premises Beverage Permit to KKP1 Inc. for the A to Z Market located 
at 1001 East Center Street. 
Approved:  All present voting “aye.” 
 
V. UNFINISHED BUSINESS.  

 A. PREVIOUSLY APPROVED PERMITS. 
 1. Galaxy Pizza Mr. Joel Blevins, partner, requested another extension stating there are 
   still delays with the contractor. He has not yet received the health permit. 

VI. NEW BUSINESS.  
A. REVIEW OF ARRESTS/INCIDENT REPORTS. Chief Phipps stated there was 

nothing to report. 
 

Lisa Winkle announced this would be her last Beverage Board before her retirement. She 
introduced Travis Bishop who will be stepping in to her role. 
Chair LaHair stated there will be board training after the regularly scheduled meeting next 
month and requested the City Clerk Marshall to send out information regarding the Rules 
and Procedures prior to that. 
 
VII. ADJOURN.  With no other business to discuss, Chair LaHair adjourned the meeting 
at 1:54 p.m. 
 
       Secretary    


